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The Advantages of an Archery-Only Tag

could barely see the bucks antler

sticking high above his ear, but didn’t

dare lean out any farther from behind

the huge pine I had picked as a shield.
He was a mere 31 yards away. I drew and
anchored my bow before stepping out to take
the shot. The old blacktail had seen me, but
there was nothing he could do as the arrow
quickly closed the gap and slashed through
his chest.

Kneeling over him to place my tag on his
wide antlers, a bit of sadness fell over me. This
was my second buck for the season and I was
finished deer hunting in California until next
year. I wrapped the tag around the gnarly base
and realized none of this would have been
possible if T had not purchased that second
archery-only tag.

I had traveled all over northern California
in search of a nice buck and because of the
flexibility T had with two archery-only tags,
I was able to fill them both. Thats why for
the past decade, except the one time I drew a
premium tag, I have lined the pockets of my
hunting pants with two archery-only tags.

Archery-only tags are valid for archery
equipment during archery and general
seasons in A, B and any D zone. Also, military
personnel are able to hunt G10, which is an
either-sex hunt on Camp Pendleton. With
archery A zone starting the second Saturday
in July and several general D zones running
into November, a bowhunter can hunt more
than 100 days in California with a single
archery-only tag.

The monstrous A zone extends along the
coastline from Los Angeles County north to the
upper reaches of Mendocino County. Although
much of the area is private, there is public
access throughout several counties. B zones
cover the entire northwest part of the state and
have excellent public access while the D zones
cover most of California not included in A and
B zones, not including the highest elevations of
the Sierra-Nevada mountain range (X zones)
and a section in Northern California (C zones).
A bowhunter who is willing to travel has no
shortage of time or areas to hunt for bucks.
With the variations in terrain and deer species
throughout the Golden State, an archery-only
tag holder’s biggest problem is sorting through

his hunting options.

It was having options this season that led
me to the encounter with the mature blacktail
in the pines. This year was non-productive
during my ten days of hunting archery A zone.
Since I had two archery-only tags, I decided to
make a trip to B zone for the opener, instead of
a return trip to A zone. The trip paid off when
I took a heavy-horned blacktail on the second
morning. Being able to change hunting areas
to another zone more than 150 miles away
gave me the opportunity to take a nice buck.

With my second archery-only tag, 1
returned to A zone a couple of weeks later and
capitalized on an opportunity with the wide
3x3. Being flexible and willing to hunt different
areas throughout the state allowed me to have

a dream California season with my bow.
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A couple years ago, I encountered the same situation. After hunting for
more than nine weeks in A, B and D zones, I filled my second archery-
only tag the last weekend of the A zone season. Having the ability to
take a buck during the early season in A zone, bounce around in B and
D zones, then return and take a second buck, allowed me to cover the
maximum amount of area and focus on the most promising spots.

Filling your wallet with two archery-only tags is not the right choice
for many hunters, and I understand that. However, with the ability
to purchase two tags in California, you can still have your general tag
for your favorite zone and use an archery-only tag to hunt throughout
most of the state. Being versatile can pay off huge when uncontrollable

circumstances, such as wildfires or forest closures, shut down your
“honey hole.” Or how many times has an early winter storm hit a unit

you don’t have a tag for? Most times you could be smack in the middle of

that early migration if you possessed an archery-only tag. It is important

for the opportunistic hunter to have options when rare situations arise.

For zones that fill the quota, such as D7, D9 and D14 did in 2009;
an archery-only tag is valid for all those units. There is no limit on
the number of archery-only tags available throughout the state. With
archery-only tags, you don't have to worry about not getting a tag for
your zone.

I'm not telling you to ditch your normal tags and hunt exclusively
with a bow. However, before you fill out your applications next year, just

think about what you might be missing in the neighboring zone. =

CALIFORNIA
ARCHERY-ONLY
HUNTING
ZONES

A Zone

_ B Zone
_ D Zone

CALIFORNIA’S PREMIER HUNTING MAGAZINE

S



